
Challenge II Literature Support 

 

*These resources are not meant to take the place of reading the book. When and how these are used is up to the 

parent. The purpose of these resources is solely to aid in understanding the required literature books. For 

example, some of the books have summaries for each chapter. Depending on the student's learning style, some 

may want to listen to the summaries before they read each chapter, and others may want to listen after. For the 

full book summaries, if it helps the student understand the story's general plot before they read, the summaries 

provide a good framework (there will be some spoilers).  

 

 

Beowulf 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast, Episode 43 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video Summary (6 min. 50 sec.)  

Audio Reading, Part 1 of 2 (1 hr. 7 min.) 

Audio Reading, Part 2 of 2 (1 hr. 7 min.) 

PDF Full Version Text, Translation by Seamus Heaney 

PDF Full Version Text, Translation by A.S. Kline 

PDF Summary Part 1 (not specifically labeled as Part 1) 

PDF Summary, Part 2 Grendel’s Mother 

PDF Summary, Part 3 The Dragon 

Movie (1999, Futuristic Version) 

Movie (2005) 

Movie (2007) (Parents, Read Common Sense Media review before watching.) 

*All three movies stray from the original. Read what Sparks Notes says on all three.  

Writing Prompt: Consider if Beowulf, Sir Gawain, and Theseus are heroes. Support your answer with evidence 

from each book.  

 

  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/beowulf/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/6/26/43-beowulf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAQOVx08IAU&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BQnPA2d-9tHDQpMsctJEPJB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkOi7c13yYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaB0trCztM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zsxxg5P-DnY
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2891/Beowulf%20Heaney.pdf
http://uploads.worldlibrary.net/uploads/pdf/20121101232613beowulfpdf_pdf.pdf
https://bpb-ap-se2.wpmucdn.com/learn.stleonards.vic.edu.au/dist/9/92/files/2012/07/Beowulf-A-Step-By-Step-Summary.pdf
https://cpb-ap-se2.wpmucdn.com/learn.stleonards.vic.edu.au/dist/9/92/files/2012/07/Beowulf-Part-2-Grendels-Mother.pdf
https://cpb-ap-se2.wpmucdn.com/learn.stleonards.vic.edu.au/dist/9/92/files/2012/07/Beowulf-Part-3-The-Dragon.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120604/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0402057/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0442933/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/beowulf/movie-adaptations/


The Knight’s Tale 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast, Episode 4 (The Christian Knight) 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (7 min. 24 sec.) 

Audio Reading (Simple English) 

PDF Full Version Text, Old English 

PDF Full Version Text, Translation by A.S. Kline 

Writing Prompt: Consider if Beowulf, Sir Gawain, and Theseus are heroes. Support your answer with evidence 

from each book.  

 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast, Episode 61 

Videos, BBC 

Video (7 min. 57 sec.) 

Video (12 min. 59 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text, Translation by Jesse Weston and Rhonda Kelley 

Writing Prompt: Consider if Beowulf, Sir Gawain, and Theseus are heroes. Support your answer with evidence 

from each book.  

 

Paradise Lost 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast, Episode 23 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

John Milton's Paradise Lost in Plain English: A Simple, Line by Line Paraphrase of the Complicated 

Masterpiece – This Book in Plain English is sold by many stores.  

Writing Prompt: No Paper. Each argument is to be summarized.  

 

 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/the-canterbury-tales/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2017/10/31/episode-4-the-christian-knight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WksNTH52-g&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BRBsFYd1Z3ux2XFoxj_HEvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f58u4bDlmnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ByI2yjEZFs
https://www.talebooks.com/ebooks/517.pdf
http://slwccdavis.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/9/2/109230235/the_canterbury_tales_in_modern_english.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gawain/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/11/6/61-sir-gawain-and-the-green-knight
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-sir-gawain-and-the-green-knight/z6gncqt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-mPpMfW14Q&t=70s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZZQX1MJjp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqelemQRYpg
http://faculty.sgc.edu/rkelley/Sir%20Gawain%20and%20the%20Green%20Knight.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/paradiselost/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/1/28/episode-23-the-theology-of-paradise-lost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqgUsVoLbl4&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BQ9kk43D7YlmIbq7SmRkcgD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hu8p-NYSkE
https://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/767/lost.pdf?sequence=1


The Pilgrim’s Progress 

Sparks Notes 

Audio Reading (Modern Day English) 

PDF Full Version Text 

PDF Full Version Text (Modern Day English) 

The Pilgrim's Progress: A Readable Modern-Day Version by Alan Vermilye – This Book in Plain English is 

sold by many stores.  

Movie 

Writing Prompt: If you were a character in The Pilgrim’s Progress what would your name be (what is your 

defining characteristic) and where would you fit into the plot? How would your character ultimately move 

Christian along on his journey? 

 

Robinson Crusoe 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (2 min. 28 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (1997) 

Writing Prompt: Is Robinson Crusoe a likable or admirable character? Support your answer with evidence from 

the book.  

 

Modest Proposal (or Gulliver’s Travels) 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast (Satire), Episode 65 

Video Summary 

Video (Lecture from a professor on Modest Proposal) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (12-minute Film)  

Writing Prompt: Is Swift guilty of using satire that is too absurd, offensive, or ridiculous, or does he use it as an 

effective way to make his point? Support your argument with evidence from the book. 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/pilgrims/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Vr25Ycrq60
http://www.ntslibrary.com/PDF%20Books/pilgrim%20progress.pdf
https://ebook-full.com/get-ebook/file.php?id=fJlna7ZkAf8C&t=pilgrims-progress-in-modern-english&a=john-bunyan&p=sovereign-grace-publishers&h=144&d=2008-02&i=1589604873&c=fiction&w=bibleandbookcenter.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksu-zTG9HHg
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/crusoe/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aOrxgSqisw&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BQ94yLwQI5Sc48vmGqUHP5G
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwQkNO0w0kE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvMA-9XLqTw
https://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/672/crusoe.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117496/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/modestproposal/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2018/12/4/65-satire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaoUF24DjBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UaL0iUKaSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hm543xbeaVY
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/30827_modestproposal.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yeBWvYBqQc


Gulliver’s Travels (or Modest Proposal) 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (8 min. 50 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (1939) 

Movie (1996) Best adaptation per Google. 

Movie (2010) 

Writing Prompt: Is Swift guilty of using satire that is too absurd, offensive, or ridiculous, or does he use it as an 

effective way to make his point? Support your argument with evidence from the book. 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice 

Sparks Notes 

Podcast, Episode 162 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (6 min. 51 sec.) 

Video (8 min. 41 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie-6 Episode Mini-Series (1995) HIGHLY RECOMMEND! (Best adaptation of the book.) 

Writing Prompt: Compare the two marriage proposals in chapters 19 and 34 using the elements of persuasion: 

the logic used by the speaker, the ethics of his character, and the emotion of his proposal. Based on the financial 

and social constraints of the time, which proposal was most appropriate? 

 

 

  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gulliver/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-DenlqHYcY&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BTqSyioYsy5EeCZs3m4VD-H
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLE8F1TG7Yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRzfQluYZDg
https://cdn.fulltextarchive.com/wp-content/uploads/wp-advanced-pdf/1/Gulliver-s-Travels.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031397/?ref_=ttfc_fc_tt
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115195/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1320261/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/pride/
https://www.classicalstuff.net/episodes-1/2021/5/11/162-pride-and-prejudice-by-jane-austen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq4jlX_Euwo&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BT65-hQ1KdNNOvEVmu1Sn8r
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJ-OYgKF4WQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yc3kw-9xSI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVHu5-n69qQ
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1342/old/pandp12p.pdf
https://www.betaseries.com/en/show/pride-and-prejudice-1995


Jane Eyre 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (8 min. 4 sec.) 

Audio Reading Part 1 (Chapters 1-20) 

Audio Reading Part 2 (Chapters 21-38) 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie-4 Episode Mini-Series (2006) *Episode 3 Warning: Immediately after the failed wedding scene, there is 

a flashback of Rochester and his wife. In the flashback, while they are fully clothed, there is a sex scene between 

his wife and another man that lasts about 10 seconds. This is a great adaptation of the book and so when we got 

to episode 3, I knew when that scene was coming and we successfully skipped it.   

Writing Prompt: Do the actual characters of Jane and Rochester change significantly (on the inside) or are the 

changes just circumstantial? Use evidence from the book to support your argument. 

 

 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (18 min. 01 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Original Text 

PDF Full Version Easy English Text (sign up for free download) 

Movie (1935) 

Movie (1958) 

Movie (1980) 

*Mixed reviews on which movie adaptation is best.  

Writing Prompt: Choose one character (other than Sydney Carton) and explain whether he or she is “recalled to 

life” over the course of the book. 

 

 

  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/janeeyre/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLMgn1Jt5Ds&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BTmAOJGFo-Q2PHwnRsiepYp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVSfWUkTynM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZegkilfkAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQlU8fADJfo
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1260/1260-h/1260-h.htm
https://www.betaseries.com/en/show/jane-eyre-2006
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/a-tale-of-two-cities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_XhKT-Huj4&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BSmw4HCmB011wGd-OFBBOAv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV-o2lZu2jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8R8N25uQcuc
https://gutenberg.org/files/98/old/2city12p.pdf
https://www.free-ebooks.net/search/a+tale+of+two+cities
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0027075/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0052270/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0081595/


Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (1 min. 44 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie Many to choose from. 

Writing Prompt: This book is thought to be “deeply but gently satiric.” Do you think Carroll wrote this book to 

make a point (does it have a theme) or simply to entertain? Use evidence from the book to support your 

argument. 

 

 

Favorite Father Brown Stories 

Audio Reading (for a few of the stories) 

PDF Full Version Text 

Writing Prompt: Rewrite a single scene from one of the Father Brown short stories by changing one of the 

following: character, setting, or conflict. 

 

 

A Passage to India 

Sparks Notes 

Video (9 min. 11 sec.) 

Video (11 min. 48 sec.) 

Audio Reading Part 1 (Chapters 1-18) 

Audio Reading Part 2 (Chapters 19-37) 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (1984) 

Writing Prompt: No Paper.  

 

  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/alice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLhtwW-nWLI&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BRAPMq1_-t3GAM232cGzKTh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRajZhUAjUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJHBtOu5aX0
https://ia801705.us.archive.org/15/items/alices-adventures-in-wonderland-lewis-carroll/Alice's%20Adventures%20in%20Wonderland_Lewis%20Carroll.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls028393107/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avubOCQqFmQ&list=PLi95qAoufCZIw86EBJVrsatQuD23rfWC-
http://www.gkc.org.uk/gkc/books/Complete_Father_Brown/index.html
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/passage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UuFe9HZ-S0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yo0DfPoFnTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0VAPbVceG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6K8AG9xCCAY
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/61221/pg61221-images.html
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087892/


The Hobbit 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Chapter Summaries 

Video (4 min. 28 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (2012) 

Writing Prompt: What is a hero? Is Bilbo a hero? Does Bilbo meet your original definition of a hero as defined 

by Beowulf, “The Knight's Tale,” and Sir Gawain? Use evidence from the book to support your argument. 

 

 

Out of the Silent Planet 

E-Notes 

Video (8 min. 20 sec.) 

Audio Reading (scroll down--videos 29-50) 

PDF Full Version Text 

Writing Prompt: Is avoiding evil sufficient to make one virtuous or must virtue be an active choice? Use the 

example of Ransom to support your argument. 

 

 

The Screwtape Letters 

Sparks Notes 

Videos by Letter 

Video (11 min. 44 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Writing Prompt: Does Lewis’ style of writing better equip you to recognize Satan’s subtle deceptions, or does it 

make you sympathetic to Screwtape or Wormwood? Optional: In your response, compare Lewis’ portrayal of 

Screwtape to Milton’s portrayal of Satan in Paradise Lost. Use evidence from the book(s) to support your 

argument. 

 

  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/hobbit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsZ8osPCi8E&list=PLOB_i9xSogbDWbTRyu8SS0uIc0N51eItq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsZ8osPCi8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_hBFZVM4aE&list=PLUrbaAnx9P7YIP5yNg8WfxaYXF2WMpBdl
https://oceanofpdf.com/authors/j-r-r-tolkien/pdf-epub-the-hobbit-by-j-r-r-tolkien-download-18680484719/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0903624/
https://www.enotes.com/topics/out-silent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e7nx4CPa-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfaRcfbcl2s&list=PLsHlL100unawKfiVUrpvU4nSmzQvZqDi9&index=29&t=10s
http://www.samizdat.qc.ca/arts/lit/PDFs/OutofSilentPlanet_CSL.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/screwtape-letters/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4jTmFHi6TQ&list=PLviXwChm-oDctH-KWIAvs14oig348NSuq&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0ZXJt134Aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBxpcGfznos&list=PLA8BAC9375345E6C7
http://judithwolfe.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/files/2017/08/Screwtape.pdf


Animal Farm 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Video (11 min. 9 sec.) 

Audio Reading 

PDF Full Version Text 

Movie (1954) 

Movie (1999) 

Writing Prompt: Identify 3-4 roles in a political revolution. In your opinion, which role does the most harm? 

 

 

Something Beautiful for God 

Audio Reading 

Movie, Mother Teresa: No Greater Love 

Writing Prompt: Is it more important for a biography to be inspiring or impartial? Choose passages and explain 

whether they serve to inspire or cause a loss of credibility. Show how the language either strengthens or weakens 

the overall effectiveness of the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Updated 4/29/24. In the future, when/if this document is updated, the most current version will be found in Writing: Lost Tools and 

Beyond under Challenge II Literature Support.  

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlH6RgTV5xk&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BSJjEDWJlSJLN_t-Nxv01m6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFP1IMyKyy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FesctFeJWHI
https://ia600905.us.archive.org/25/items/AnimalFarmByGeorgeOrwell/Animal%20Farm%20by%20George%20Orwell.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047834/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGzRf0Ow1qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw9vKljToyQ&list=PLLg_HRKca7SK38I4nIKzWNSuPKY0D38n-
https://www.motherteresamovie.com/
https://kristimlane.wordpress.com/2023/05/21/victorious-depths-strong-abstract-sea-philosophy/

