
Challenge I Literature Support 

 

*These resources are not meant to take the place of reading the book. When and how these are used is up to the parent. The 

purpose of these resources is solely to aid in understanding the required literature books. For example, some of the books 

have summaries for each chapter. Depending on the student's learning style, some may want to listen to the summaries 

before they read each chapter, and others may want to listen after. For the full book summaries, if it helps the student 

understand the story's general plot before they read, the summaries provide a good framework (there will be some spoilers).  

 

The Sign of the Beaver (or The Witch of Blackbird Pond) 

Sparks Notes 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie 

Essay: Essay 2 Arrangement 

*Include Parallelism I. 

 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond (or The Sign of the Beaver) 

Sparks Notes 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Essay: Essay 2 Arrangement 

*Include Parallelism I. 

 

The Call of the Wild 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Audio Reading 

Movie 

Book vs. Movie 

Writing Prompt: No paper.   

 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/The-Sign-of-the-Beaver/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbFgI5tpc7Q&list=PLLg_HRKca7SKfdgZ9oteF7L48GI5CoM5d
https://oceanofpdf.com/authors/elizabeth-george-speare/pdf-epub-the-sign-of-the-beaver-download/?id=001303106764
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=sign+of+the+beaver+movie&mid=AA94F2E65E789E34CBB0AA94F2E65E789E34CBB0
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/the-witch-of-blackbird-pond/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_frvL9_r0xs&list=PLLg_HRKca7SK8rUYMuq-GQhuh-rqWPcZ8
https://ia600209.us.archive.org/9/items/TheWitchOfBlackbirdPond/witch.pdf
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/call/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0kyUAsVgqU&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BT-sWIENZ9zQx8iK5CsQW8y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98FpyNgGcv8&list=PLLg_HRKca7SKutgs4-UYMU7ZdpNfjnN7v
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7504726/
https://www.cinemablend.com/news/2490481/the-call-of-the-wild-big-differences-between-the-book-and-the-harrison-ford-movie#:~:text=In%20the%20end%2C%20the%20new,just%20along%20for%20the%20ride.


Johnny Tremain 

Sparks Notes 

Video Summary 

Audio Reading 

Movie 

Book vs. Movie 

Essay: Essay 3/4 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs and Parallelism I/II. 

 

The Red Badge of Courage 

Sparks Notes 

Video Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie-1951, Movie-1974 

Essay: No paper.   

 

The Scarlett Letter 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries  

To begin with the full book summary, themes, etc., start with video #25. 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

1979 Four-Part TV Miniseries, Receives the Best Reviews: 

Parts 1 and 2 – begins at 1:25 

Parts 3 and 4 – begins at 3:30 

Essay: Essay 5 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs and Parallelism I/II. 

 

 

 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/johnnytremain/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq9XPHlb6GA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOtkoxr8l80&list=PLLg_HRKca7SLkeT2BGzb7TPe7t-9qyPol
https://www.jlhomnimedia.com/johnnytremain
https://warmoviebuff.blogspot.com/2022/02/book-movie-johnny-tremain-1943-1957.html
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/redbadge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_8ZHW_LRLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-a6udEYPmw&list=PLLg_HRKca7SJy_u7QQDvW6rnGutugKTYo
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/73/73-h/73-h.htm#chap01
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTJoxAfvmKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeGwgGtwIrY
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/scarlet/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0s0eubCYis&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BQPiCB-oiitAxWvUacQqyaB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9d-VNoG_Lc&list=PLLg_HRKca7SILZFGgHEnKf8cATcjfBjvq
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25344/25344-h/25344-h.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeH7ZmAPE_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr70jKWDmUY


 The Gold-Bug and Other Tales 

Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text or Full Version Text 

Essay: No paper.   

 

Billy Budd, Sailor and Other Stories 

Sparks Notes 

Video Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text (Begins on pg. 7; Pages 1-6 are blank) 

Movie 

Book vs. Movie 

Essay: Essay 6 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, and Simile. 

 

Through Gates of Splendor 

Summary 

Audio Reading 

Movies: Through Gates of Splendor, Beyond the Gates of Splendor 

Essay: No paper. *We loved this book so much that my son wrote a paper on the Great Commission in place of Billy Budd.  

 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (or An Old-Fashioned Girl) 

Sparks Notes 

Video Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie: Many Options, Movie-1938-Best Reviews 

Essay: Essay 7 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, and Alliteration. 

https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Gold-Bug/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD35BcPEuV8&list=PLLg_HRKca7SJoiS1aKqnku4KYRV7AHQ9z
https://poestories.com/read/goldbug
https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/edgar-allan-poes-the-gold-bug-1843/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/billybudd/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN2-fd7FiKc&t=107s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjRFZJRJJvs&t=7s
https://ia804700.us.archive.org/0/items/in.ernet.dli.2015.124408/2015.124408.Billy-Budd_text.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0055796/
https://vgranieri.wordpress.com/2014/03/02/billy-budd-novel-vs-film/
https://thecornershelf.com/2018/09/28/book-review-through-gates-of-splendor/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FcfBHFQFQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fcit8-SWt-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWArGUozZok
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/tomsawyer/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9QWBvF8Agc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEmq9Lk31lc
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/74/74-h/74-h.htm
https://www.filmaffinity.com/en/movie-group.php?group-id=891&orderby=pos&chv=list
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHcomOMLHu0


An Old-Fashioned Girl (or The Adventures of Tom Sawyer) 

Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

YouTube Movie or Internet Archive Movie 

Essay: Essay 7 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, and Alliteration. 

 

Harvey  

Summary 

Movie 

Essay: No paper.   

 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

Summary 

Audio Reading 

Movie 

Essay: No paper.   

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

To begin with the full book context, symbolism, summary, themes, etc., start with video #32. 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text  

Movie 

Essay: Essay 8 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, and Metaphor. 

 

https://thecaptivereader.com/2015/01/05/an-old-fashioned-girl-louisa-may-alcott/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9t7Ckfjy1E&t=1767s
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/2787/pg2787-images.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJ0CqVlrkAs
https://archive.org/details/victorian-era-an-old-fashioned-girl-1949-classic-musical-louisa-mae-alcott
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0042546/plotsummary/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0042546/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Best_Christmas_Pageant_Ever#:~:text=It%20tells%20the%20story%20of,the%20true%20meaning%20of%20Christmas.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSG4Val4GaE&list=PLLg_HRKca7SK8Ha-OIDyHKKnkKHc3_Nhx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SBesXagdfk
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/mocking/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm2kkEmg9tk&list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BQgJalCAcWhmLgLtO-1GqQp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XODFEs8Gspk
https://ia801605.us.archive.org/28/items/ToKillaMockingbirdFullText/ToKillaMockingbird-FullText.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056592/


Born Again 

Book Summary 

Audio Reading 

Movie: This is based on the book. 

Movie: This is about the reporters who uncovered the Watergate scandal. 

Essay: Essay 9 Arrangement 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, Metaphor, and Assonance. 

 

Up from Slavery (Autobiography of Booker T. Washington) 

Sparks Notes 

Video, Booker T. Washington Crash Course 

Video, Book Summary 

Video Book Review 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie: This is not based off the book but rather his life.  

Essay: Washington-Douglass Comparison Essay. Use Comparison Essay Outline.  

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, Metaphor, and Assonance. 

 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an American Slave 

Sparks Notes 

Video, Frederick Douglass Crash Course 

Video, Biography of Frederick Douglass 

Video, Course Hero Abolitionist Movement 

Video, Course Hero Emancipation Proclamation  

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie/Documentaries, if interested, search the internet; there are several options.  

Essay: Washington-Douglass Comparison Essay. Use Comparison Essay Outline. Hyper link outline. 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, Metaphor, and Assonance. 

https://classicalcarousel.com/born-again-by-charles-w-colson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VSKJXPliRM&list=PLLg_HRKca7SKWNh0EW8TR_LpVh-xGg2qw
https://alchetron.com/Born-Again-(film)
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0074119/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/up-from-slavery/summary/
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=booker+t+washington+Crash+Course+Black+American+History&mid=5D88DC39BCEE1D8DDA665D88DC39BCEE1D8DDA66
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KOoRyCJZvg&list=PLcR_NFdPjSm8YJ37PQ-nyDg-HVzsz2ERd&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YA50xX427o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XamuvhQibBs
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/2376/pg2376-images.html
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0308059/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/narrative/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QOTexnD-NE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBdpS2WWAdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYAtravaOlc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFCphy1BXkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_4fyAGoMkI&list=PLLg_HRKca7SK6jQRuRWYog9ISJen4xy__
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/23/pg23-images.html


The Old Man and the Sea  

Sparks Notes 

Video Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie 

Essay: Use Comparison Essay Outline.  

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, Metaphor, and Assonance. 

 

Self-Reliance and Essays on the Nature of Man  

Grade Saver Summary 

Video Summary on Emerson’s Philosophy 

Audio Reading; Self-Reliance begins at 00:55:19 

Full Version Text 

Essay: No paper.   

 

Walden: Or, Life in the Woods (Ch. 1 Only) 

Sparks Notes 

Videos, Course Hero Summaries 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Essay: No paper.   

 

Starship Troopers  

E-Notes Summary 

Audio Reading 

Full Version Text 

Movie 

Book vs. Movie 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/oldman/
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=the+old+man+and+sea+video+summary&&mid=B090FE8645BA7275781EB090FE8645BA7275781E&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jloeve6d-WA&list=PLLg_HRKca7SKyb3zAyBN9KJgZZpaXTqvN
https://gutenberg.ca/ebooks/hemingwaye-oldmanandthesea/hemingwaye-oldmanandthesea-00-h.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=old+man+and+the+sea+movie+1958+movie&&mid=22EE17544D5BC9CE266422EE17544D5BC9CE2664&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.gradesaver.com/self-reliance-and-other-essays/study-guide/summary-nature
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b04zs6QHuWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poHp9qdFubg
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/16643/16643-h/16643-h.htm
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/walden/summary/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz_ZtyOWL9BT7M34P-lz7mQ32P33lghZC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbGt2fMEwUI
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/205/205-h/205-h.htm
https://www.enotes.com/topics/starship-troopers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tKogSR5w0U
https://d-pdf.com/book/3988/read
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120201/?ref_%3Dref_ext_justwatch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb5p38XZyDM


Essay: Use Comparison Essay Outline. They may either compare two works (as in compare Starship Troopers 

and Star Wars), or they may compare two terms within the same work (as in compare the two characters in 

Starship Troopers). Students and parents may choose to write about either the book or the film. 

*Include Strong Verbs, Parallelism I/II, Simile, Alliteration, Metaphor, and Assonance. 

 

 

 

 

Last Updated 4/29/24. In the future, when/if this document is updated, the most current version will be found in 

Writing: Lost Tools and Beyond under Challenge I Literature Support.  

https://kristimlane.wordpress.com/2023/05/21/victorious-depths-strong-abstract-sea-philosophy/

